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MPO announces grant for
Mills River multiuse path
Derek Lacey
Times-News Staff Writer
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"He was huge, he
was impressive, he was
quiet," she said. "He
seemed shy almost, but
carried himself with

The French Broad
River Metropolitan
Planning Organization
recently authorized
more than $25 million for regional active
transportation projects,
including funds for Mills
River's planned multiuse path along Highway
280.
In a news release Tuesday, the FBRMPO said it
selected sidewalk, greenway and bus purchase
projects for Buncombe
County, Asheville, Black
Mountain, Canton and
Mills River. The projects

“The most famous
grave marker in Oakdale is the large Italian
marble angel which
inspired Thomas Wolfe’s
book 'Look Homeward,
Angel,'” tour leader
Mary Jo Padgett said.
“The angel has recently
been freshened up and
repaired, and we’ll learn
more about her.
"Some of our town’s
most interesting historic figures of various
races and ethnic backgrounds, however, lie

include funds to cover 80
percent of a $300,000
engineering study for
Mills River's multi-use
path, set to run from
the town limits on the
French Broad River to
the intersection of N.C.
280 and N.C. 191.
The MPO ranks projects based on expected
impacts to safety, connectivity and congestion
while working to be
sensitive to the needs
of smaller towns and
jurisdictions, the release
says.
“Funding bicycle,
pedestrian, greenway
and transit projects supports goals identified

in rest at Oakdale, some
with markers that whisper a few secrets and
others with monuments
that tell glorious stories.
Let’s take a little time to
find out more. ”
Oakdale is a municipal
cemetery created during
one of Hendersonville's
most prosperous periods
between 1879 and the
early 20th century. The
Spartanburg and Asheville Railroad line came
to Hendersonville from
the east, opening in 1879,
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in the regional transportation plan, MTP
2040,” FBRMPO Director Lyuba Zuyeva said in
the release. “And from
national research we
know that improving
active transportation
and transit options can
improve safety and
reduce congestion for
all travelers, contribute to better public
health outcomes and
help create more livable
communities.”
Mills River is accepting
public input at millsriver.org/280survey to
help the town decide on a
name for the path. Paper
copies of the survey can

and then connected Hendersonville to Asheville
in 1886. Tourists poured
in, money flowed and a
mountain-style gilded
age was enjoyed.
In December 1885, the
city of Hendersonville
purchased 5.5 acres and
established the cemetery.
Old church cemeteries
were then relocated, and
new streets and buildings
took their place. Oakdale now encompasses
22 acres with more than
8,000 burials. This sets

be obtained and dropped
off at the Mills River
Town Hall, at 124 Town
Center Drive.
Other projects include
$17.7 million in federal
transportation funds to
projects in Asheville,
including 10 new buses
for the city's new Transit Master Plan, two
shovel-ready greenways
in Asheville, sidewalks in
Asheville, a greenway in
Buncombe County slated
to begin construction in
2020, additional funding
for the Riverwalk Greenway in Black Mountain,
and funds for engineering and right-of-way
for sidewalks in Canton.

the scene for some of its
stories.
Private tours of Oakdale
are available for groups of
eight or more at any time.
Call Padgett at 828-5453179 or email maryjo@
maryjopadgett.com to
make arrangements.
To make reservations
or for more information,
call 828-545-3179 or
email maryjo@maryjopadgett.com. Visit www.
maryjopadgett.com and
click on Guided Walks
for a complete schedule.
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